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Executive  Summary  of 
Massachusetts  Dropout  Data 

for  Grades  9-12 
1987-88 


•  In  1987-88,  there  were  258,546 
students  enrolled  in  grades  9-12. 
From  this  population,  13,983 
students,  who  were  at  least  16 
years  old,  withdrew  from  school 
for  reasons  other  than  transferring 
to  another  school  or  graduating. 
This  represents  an  annual  dropout 
rate  of  5.4  percent. 

•  Twenty  percent  of  the  prospec- 
tive class  of  1991  may  not  graduate 
if  current  annual  dropout  rates 
persist  over  the  next  few  years. 

•  Annual  dropout  rates  varied 
widely  among  school  districts 
ranging  from  less  than  one  percent 
to  nearly  17  percent.  In  nearly 
three-quarters  of  the  districts 
annual  dropout  rates  were  below 
the  statewide  average  of  5.4  per- 
cent, while  in  19  districts  annual 
rates  exceeded  9  percent. 

•  As  compared  to  the  1986-87 
annual  dropout  rate  of  5.3  percent, 
the  1987-88  rate  increased  by  one 
tenth  of  one  percent.  The  slight 
increase  in  the  dropout  rate  over 
the  two-year  period  is  not  statisti- 
cally significant. 

•  Dropout  rates  varied  by  grade. 
The  percentage  of  10th  and  1 1th 
graders  who  dropped  out  at  6.5 
and  6.2  percent,  respectively,  was 
greater  than  the  percentage  at  any 
other  grade  level.  The  percentage 
of  12th  grade  dropouts  was  lowest 
at  3.8  percent,  while  the  percent 
of  9th  grade  dropouts  was  at  5.0 
percent. 


•  The  percentage  of  males  who 
dropped  out  (6.2  percent )  was 
higher  than  the  percentage  of 
females  who  dropped  out  (4.6 
percent).  This  was  consistent  with 
the  previous  year  in  which  propor- 
tionately more  males  than  females 
dropped  out. 

•  A  disproportionate  number  of 
dropouts  were  racial/ethnic  minori- 
ties. The  annual  dropout  rate  was 
14.4  percent  for  Hispanic  students; 
10.6  percent  for  Black  students; 

1 1 .8  percent  for  Native  American 
students;  and  4.8  percent  for  Asian 
students. 

•  At  an  annual  rate  of  4.4  percent, 
proportionately  fewer  White 
students  dropped  out  than  other 
racial/ethnic  groups;  however,  72 
percent  of  the  dropouts  (9,907 
students)  were  White. 

•  The  annual  dropout  rate  for 
urban  school  districts  was  signifi- 
cantly higher  than  the  rate  for  non- 
urban  districts.  A  total  of  9,274 
students  dropped  out  of  urban 
school  districts  (66  percent  of  the 
total  pool  of  dropouts).  This 
represents  an  annual  rate  of  8.9 
percent. 

•  There  were  moderate  differences 
in  annual  dropout  rates  among  the 
various  kinds  of  non-urban  school 
districts.  Rates  ranged  from  1.4 
percent  for  residential  suburbs  to 
4.4  percent  for  rural  economic 
centers. 
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Purpose 

The  Massachusetts  Department  of  Education,  under  the  authority  of 
Chapter  188,  the  Massachusetts  Public  School  Improvement  Act  of 
1985,  conducts  an  annual  survey  to  determine  the  number  of  students 
leaving  school  prior  to  graduation.  The  first  survey  was  conducted  in 
the  spring  of  1987,  and  the  results  are  reported  in  the  Massachusetts 
Dropout  Report  for  1986-87.  The  second  survey  reported  on  here 
summarizes  data  on  Massachusetts  public  school  dropouts  for  the 
1987-88  period. 

The  purpose  of  the  report  is  to  describe  the  dropout  problem  in  the 
Commonwealth  by  identifying  and  quantifying  who  is  dropping  out, 
and  by  describing  changes  in  the  patterns  of  dropouts  in  the  state  over 
the  past  two  years.  Dropout  information  contained  in  this  report  is 
also  designed  to  assist  state  and  local  policy  makers  in  the  develop- 
ment, implementation,  and  evaluation  of  various  dropout  interven- 
tions. We  hope  the  report  will  be  valuable  to  educators,  business  and 
community  leaders,  parents  and  students. 


The  Dropout  Problem:  A  Growing  Concern 


Dropping  out  is  not  a  new  phenomenon.  According  to  the  1980 
U.S.  Census,  over  one  milhon  adults  in  Massachusetts  have  not 
completed  high  school.  Nationally,  there  are  approximately  25 
million  dropouts  and  estimates  indicate  that  nearly  750,000  students 
drop  out  each  year.  Although  the  dropout  problem  has  always  drawn 
public  attention,  there  is  a  growing  concern  about  it  today. 

Dropouts  Are  Ill-Prepared  for  Today's  Work  Place 

Among  the  factors  triggering  concern  about  dropouts  is  the  increas- 
ing demand  for  a  broadly-educated  work  force.  Whereas  in  the  past 
industries  could  absorb  poorly  educated  individuals  to  carry  out 
simple,  repetitive  tasks,  today's  technology-oriented  companies 
need  people  who  can  communicate  effectively,  solve  problems, 
work  as  part  of  a  team,  and  adapt  to  rapidly  changing  job  require- 
ments. Dropouts  are  ill-prepared  for  such  work.  In  Massachusetts, 
where  three  out  of  four  jobs  already  require  some  training  after  high 
school,  and  where  the  number  of  new  entrants  into  the  work  force  is 
declining,  the  need  to  provide  all  students  with  basic  academic  skills 
is  essential  to  maintain  the  state's  current  economic  standard. 

Dropouts  Are  a  Social  Burden 

No  less  troubling  is  the  burden  dropouts  place  on  society.  Overall, 
national  estimates  indicate  that  dropouts  require  35  percent  more 
social  services  than  high  school  graduates.  Compared  to  their 
graduating  peers,  today's  dropouts  are  more  likely  to  become 
tomorrow's  welfare  and  Medicaid  recipients,  prisoners,  drug  abus- 
ers, and  homeless. 

Dropouts  Face  High  Personal  Costs 

In  addition  to  societal  costs,  the  personal  costs  of  dropping  out  are 
also  high.  Most  dropouts  are  faced  with  the  psychological  and 
social  stigma  of  their  actions.  While  dropouts'  self-esteem  may  rise 
in  the  first  three  to  six  months  after  leaving  school,  it  usually  falls 
soon  thereafter  when  they  are  faced  with  the  reality  that  they  lack 
the  skills  and  knowledge  to  fulfill  their  dreams.  National  statistics 
indicate  that  earnings  for  dropouts  decreased  by  more  than  25 
percent  over  the  past  three  decades.  Even  high  school  graduates 
saw  their  incomes  drop  by  nine  percent  over  this  period,  while  those 
of  college  graduates  rose  six  percent. 

The  Dropout  Problem  Could  Worsen 

Changing  demographics  make  the  dropout  problem  even  more 
alarming.  In  Massachusetts'  urban  areas  nearly  one  out  of  four 
students  live  in  poverty  today,  and  projections  indicate  that  this  ratio 
will  increase  over  the  next  decade.  This  is  significant  because  the 
disadvantages  associated  with  children  living  in  poverty  frequently 
appear  to  be  at  the  root  of  the  dropout  phenomenon.  Clearly,  the 
number  of  dropouts  may  increase  unless  schools  and  communities 
can  better  serve  all  students,  especially  those  who  are  from  less 
affluent  households. 


Methodology 


Database 

Dropout  data  presented  in  this 
study  were  reported  by  individual 
schools  in  the  Chapter  188 
Individual  School  Report  for  1987- 
88.  Schools  reported  dropouts 
over  a  12-month  period,  from  July 
1, 1987  to  June  30, 1988,  by  the  ' 
number  of  male  and  female  stu- 
dents in  five  racial/ethnic  groups 
across  grades  6  through  12.  School 
building  data  were  aggregated  to 
both  the  district  and  state  levels. 

Dropout  figures  provided  in  this 
report  are  based  upon  the  responses 
of  379  schools  in  250  school 
districts.  This  represents  a  com- 
plete census  of  the  schools  in  the 
Commonwealth  containing  any  of 
the  grades  9  through  12. 

Readers  of  this  report  should  bear 
in  mind  that,  as  in  any  survey 
research,  the  accuracy  of  the  data 
provided  is  limited  by  such  factors 
as  the  design  of  the  survey,  and 
reporting  and  processing  errors. 
The  Department  of  Education  has 
attempted  to  niinimize  these  errors 
by  conducting  workshops  and 
providing  ongoing  technical 
assistance  to  school  personnel 
completing  the  survey. 

As  an  additional  check  on  the  ac- 
curacy of  the  self-reported  dropout 
data,  the  number  of  dropouts  re- 
ported for  1987-88  was  compared 
with  the  number  of  dropouts 
reported  for  1986-87  for  each 
school.  When  schools  showed  a 
significant  change  in  the  number  of 
dropouts  over  the  two  year  period, 
they  were  asked  to  confirm  the 
number  of  dropouts  reported  each 


year.  Through  this  procedure  report- 
ing errors  were  uncovered  and 
corrected  for  a  number  of  schools. 
The  most  common  error  schools 
identified  was  the  inclusion  of 
student  transfers  in  their  dropout 
figures. 

Definitions 

The  Chapter  188  Individual  School 
Report  defines  a  dropout  as  a 
student  16  or  older  who  leaves 
school  prior  to  graduation  for  rea- 
sons other  than  death  or  transfer 
to  another  school. 

Two  types  of  dropout  rates  are 
provided  in  this  report:  annual  rates 
and  projected  four-year  rates. 

•  The  annual  dropout  rate  an- 
swers the  question,  "What  per- 
centage of  students  dropped  out 
this  year?"  Annual  rates  in  this 
study  are  reported  by  grade,  for  a 
range  of  grades  (9-12),  by  gender,  by 
racial/ethnic  group  and  by  kind  of 
community.  The  annual  rate  in  this 
report  is  calculated  by  comparing  the 
number  of  dropouts  to  the  enrollment 
on  October  1. 

•  The  projected  four-year  dropout 
rate  answers  the  question,  "What 
percentage  of  this  year's  freshman 
class  may  not  graduate  in  four 
years?"  It  is  a  prospective  estimate 
based  on  annual,  grade-specific 
dropout  rates.  The  computation  of 
the  statewide  projected  four-year 
dropout  rate  is  provided  in  Appendix 
B. 


Statewide  Results 


Summary  of  Annual  and  Pro- 
jected Four- Year  Dropout  Rates 

Annual  dropout  rates  and  four-year 
dropout  rates  are  shown  in  Table  1 . 
The  annual  dropout  rate  describes 
the  number  of  1987-88  dropouts  as 
a  percentage  of  the  October  1988 
enrollment.  The  projected  four- 


year  dropout  rate  estimates  the  per- 
centage of  1987  freshmen  who 
may  not  graduate  if  current  annual 
dropout  rates  persist  over  the  next 
three  years. 

Annual  dropout  rates  and  projected 
four-year  dropout  rates  for  individ- 
ual school  districts  are  provided  in 
Appendix  C. 


r 

fable  1 

Massachusetts  Dropout  Data 

Annual  and  Projected  Four- Year  Dropout  Rates 

1987-88 

# 

Dropouts 

Enrollment 

Annual  Rate 

Projected 

Gr.9-12 

Gr.  9-12 

Gr.  9-12 

4-Yr.Rate 

Grade 

(%) 

(%) 

Grade  9 

3,271 

64,918 

5.0 

- 

Grade  10 

4,230 

64,870 

6.5 

- 

Grade  11 

4,001 

64,930 

6.1 

- 

Grade  12 

2,481 

63,828 

3.8 

- 

Grades  9-12 

13,983 

258,546 

5.4 

20 

Gender 

Male 

8,093 

131,162 

6.2 

21 

Female 

5,890 

127,384 

4.6 

18 

Race/Ethnic  Groups 

Asian 

298 

6,152 

4.8 

18 

Black 

1,808 

17,078 

10.6 

36 

Hispanic 

1,727 

12,017 

14.4 

45 

Native  Amer. 

54 

458 

11.8 

40 

White 

10,096 

222,841 

4.5 

17 

Kind  of  Community 

» 

Urban 

9,274 

103,712 

8.9 

31 

Dev.  Suburbs 

1,883 

71,880 

2.6 

10 

Growth 

1,275 

29378 

4.3 

16 

Resident  Suburbs 

358 

25,146 

1.4 

5 

Rural  Economic 

988 

22,137 

4.4 

17 

Small  Rural 

115 

3,209 

3.5 

14 

Resort/Retire./Artistic    90 

3,084 

2.9 

11 

*A  scheme  which  classifies  Massachusetts  cities  and  towns  based  on  IS  community, 

social,  demographic  and  economic  attributes.  For  a  listing  by  community, 

see 

Appendix  D. 

Grades  9-12  Dropouts 
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During  the  1987-88  reporting 
period,  a  total  of  258,546  students 
were  enrolled  in  grades  9-12.  Of 
those  students  13,983  dropped  out, 
representing  an  annual  dropout  rate 
of  5.4  percent.  This  is  equivalent 
to  losing  the  entire  student  body  of 
ten  large  high  schools. 

Annual  dropout  rates  varied  widely 
among  school  districts  ranging 
from  less  than  one  percent  to 
nearly  17  percent.  In  nearly  three- 
quarters  of  the  districts,  annual 
dropout  rates  were  below  the  state- 
wide average,  and  in  18  districts 
the  rates  exceeded  10  percent 
(Figure  1). 

The  1987-88  annual  dropout  rate  of 
5.4  percent  did  not  change  signifi- 
cantly from  the  previous  year  when 
the  rate  was  5.3  percent  (Table  2). 
The  fact  that  the  annual  dropout 
rate  in  1987-88  appears  to  be 
equivalent  to  the  rate  in  1986-87  is 
consistent  with  other  sources  of 


data  which  indicate  that 
Commonwealth's  dropout  rate  has 
remained  relatively  constant  over  the 
past  several  years.  The  "State 
Education  Performance  Chart,  1982 
and  1988",  published  by  the  U.S. 
Department  of  Education,  shows  that 
the  graduation  rate  for  Massachusetts 
has  increased  only  slightly  from  76.4 
percent  in  1982  to  76.5  percent  in 
1988. 

According  to  information  from  the 
U.S.  Department  of  Education,  Mas- 
sachusetts currently  ranks  20th  in  the 
number  of  students  who  graduate 
from  high  school,  down  from  13th  in 
1982.  Ohio,  Connecticut,  Pennsyl- 
vania, and  New  Jersey,  industrial 
states  that  are  demographically 
similar  to  Massachusetts,  graduate  a 
higher  proportion  of  their  students, 
while  Indiana,  Illinois,  New  York 
and  Michigan  graduate  a  lower  pro- 
portion of  their  students. 


Table  2 

Two- Year  Comparison  of 

Annual  Dropout  Rates  Statewide 

Grades  9-12 

1986-87 


1987-88 


#  Dropouts 

14354 

Enrollment 

268,180 

Annual  Rate  (%) 

5.3 

13,983 

258,546 

5.4 


Grades  6-8  Dropouts 

A  total  of  486  students  were 
reported  to  have  dropped  out  of 
grades  6-8.  It  is  likely  that  this  is 
an  undercount  because  students 
are  categorized  as  truant  because 
they  are  not  16  years  old  (compul- 


sory school  age).  Data  is,  however, 
comparable  to  the  previous  year's 
finding  when  466  students  were 
reported  to  have  dropped  out  of 
grades  6-8. 


Dropouts  by  Grade 


Proportionately  more  10th  and 
1 1th  graders  dropped  out,  at  6.5 
and  6.1  percent  respectively,  than 
students  in  any  other  grade  (Figure 
2).  This  is  consistent  with  the  fact 
that  students  usually  reach  16  in 
grade  10  or  1 1,  and  are  no  longer 
required  by  law  to  attend  school. 
The  proportion  of  12th  graders 
who  dropped  out  was  lowest  at  3.8 
percent,  and  moderate  for  9th 
graders  at  5.0  percent 

In  Massachusetts,  the  compulsory 
school  age  is  16.  Therefore,  it  is 
reasonable  to  speculate  that  9th 
grade  dropouts,  who  are  at  least  16 
years  old,  must  have  been  retained 


in  grade  sometime  during  their 
school  experience,  because  most 
ninth  graders  are  only  14  or  15. 
This  is  consistent  with  current  re- 
search which  indicates  that  over- 
aged  students  are  at  a  higher  risk  of 
dropping  out  than  those  who  are 
the  same  age  as  their  classmates. 

There  was  a  slight  increase  in  the 
annual  dropout  rates  in  grades  10 
and  1 1  and  a  small  decrease  in  the 
rate  in  grade  12  between  1986-87 
and  1987-88  (Table  3).  The 
differences  are  not  large  enough  to 
indicate  a  significant  change  in  the 
percentage  of  dropouts  in  those 
grades. 


Table  3 
Two- Year  Comparison  of  Ar 

by  Grade 
1986-87 

inual  Dropout  Rates 
1987-88 

Enrollment    #  Dropouts  Rate(%) 
Grade  9       68,655     3,541         5.0 
Grade  10     69,263     4,258         6.1 
Grade  11     67,983     4,053         5.9 
Grade  12     62,279     2,592         4.1 

Enrollment  #  Dropouts  Rate(%) 
64,918         3,271         5.0 
64,870        4,230         6.5 
64,930        4,001         6.1 
63,828         2,481         3.8 

Dropouts  by  Gender 

The  annual  dropout  rate  (grades  9- 
12)  for  males  was  moderately 
higher  than  the  rate  for  females.  A 
total  of  8,093  males  dropped  out, 
representing  a  rate  of  6.5  percent. 
In  contrast,  5,890  females  dropped 
out  at  a  rate  of  4.6  percent. 


These  figures  are  similar  to  1986- 
87  dropout  data  which  also  indi- 
cated that  a  greater  proportion  of 
males  than  females  dropped  out  of 
school  (Table  4).  Again,  differ- 
ences in  the  rates  between  the  two 
years  are  not  large  enough  to 
indicate  any  significant  changes. 


Table  < 
Two- Year  Comparison  of  A 

by  Gene 
1986-87 

4 

innual  Dropout  Rates 

ler 

1987-88 

Enrollment  #  Dropouts     Rate(%) 

Males     135,183       7,845        5.8 
Females  132,997      6,509        4.8 

Enrollment  #  Dropouts       Rate(%) 

131,162      8,093          6.2 
127,384      5,890         4.6 

Figure  2 

Annual  Dropout  Rates 

by  Grade 

1987-88 
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Dropouts  by  Racial/Ethnic  Group 


There  were  large  differences  in 
annual  dropout  rates  (grades  9-12) 
among  the  various  racial/ethnic 
groups  that  constitute  the  state's 
student  population  (Figure  3).  The 
proportion  of  Hispanic  students 
who  dropped  out  at  14.4  percent 
was  highest.  Native  American 
students  dropped  out  at  a  rate  of 
1 1.8  percent,  Black  students  at  a 
rate  of  10.6  percent,  and  Asian 
students  at  4.8  percent.  The  propor- 
tion of  White  students  who 
dropped  out  was  lowest  at  4.5  per- 
cent. 


Because  racial/ethnic  minorities  had 
higher  than  average  dropout  rates, 
they  were  overrepresented  in  the 
total  pool  of  dropouts.  Racial/ethnic 
minorities  constituted  about  14 
percent  of  the  total  number  of  stu- 
dents in  grades  9-12,  but  they  ac- 
counted for  28  percent  of  the  total 
number  of  students  reported  to  have 
dropped  out .  White  students  ac- 
counted for  72  percent  of  all  drop- 
outs. 


Figure  4 

Total  Enrollment/Total  Dropouts 

Minority  and  White 

Grades  9-12, 1987-88 


Enrollment 
(N  s  258,546) 


Dropouts 
(N  =  13,983) 


Minority 
14% 


Minority 
28% 


White 
86% 


White 
72% 


Compared  to  the  previous  year's 
figures  (Table  5),  annual  dropout 
rates  decreased  slightly  among 
Hispanic,  Black  and  Asian  stu- 


dents, and  increased  slightly  among 
Native  American  and  White  students. 
However,  changes  are  small  and  may 
be  due  to  reporting  error. 
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TableS 

Two- Year  Comparison  of  Annual  Dropout  Rates 

by  Racial/Ethnic  Group 


] 

1986-87 

1987-88 

Enrollment  # 

Dropouts  Rate{%) 

Enrollment 

#  Dropouts  Rate(%) 

Asian 

5,190 

331 

6.3 

6,152 

298      4.8 

Black 

17,153 

1,826 

10.6 

17,078 

1,808     10.6 

Hispanic 

10,671 

1,631 

15.2 

12,017 

1,727     14.4 

Native  Am. 

387 

36 

9.3 

458 

54    11.8 

White 

234,779 

10,530 

4.4 

222,841 

10,096      4.5 

Dropouts  by  Kind  of  Community 


Eleven  percent  of  Massachusetts 
public  school  students  live  in  pov- 
erty, and  for  ten  percent  their  pri- 
mary language  is  not  English.  In 
the  Commonwealth's  urban  areas 
these  proportions  are  22  and  20 
percent  respectively.  Therefore, 
since  poverty  and  limited  profi- 
ciency in  English  are  frequently 
factors  that  place  students  at  risk 
of  dropping  out,  it  follows  that  the 
annual  dropout  rate  in  the 
Commonwealth's  urban  areas  was 
8.9  percent  -  highest  among  the 
various  kinds  of  communities  in 
the  state  (Figure  6). 


The  annual  dropout  rate  was  lowest 
in  residential  suburbs  at  1 .4  per- 
cent, followed  by  resort/artistic/re- 
tirement areas  at  2.9  percent,  de- 
veloped suburbs  at  2.6  percent,  and 
small  rural  communities  at  3.5 
percent.  Growth  communities  and 
rural  economic  centers  reported 
moderate  dropout  rates  at  4.3  and 
4.4  percent  respectively. 
Urban  students  were  overrepre- 
sented  in  the  total  pool  of  dropouts. 
Urban  students  constituted  about 
40  percent  of  the  total  number  of 
students  in  grades  9-12,  but  ac- 
counted for  66  percent  of  the  total 
number  of  students  reported  to 
have  dropped  out  (Figure  6). 


Figure  6 

Total  Enrollment/  Total  Dropouts 

Urban  and  Non-Urban  School  Districts 

Grades  9-12  ,1987-88 


Enrollment 
(N  m  258,546) 


Dropouts 
(N  =  13,983) 


Non-Urban 
60% 


Non-Urban 
34% 


Compared  to  the  previous  report- 
ing period,  annual  dropout  rates  for 
the  various  kinds  of  communities 


remained  relatively  the  same  in 
1987-88,  except  for  an  apparent 
slight  decrease  in  the  dropout  rate 
in  small  rural  areas  (Table  6). 


Table  6 

Two- Year  Comparison  of  Annual  Dropout  Rates 

by  Kind  of  Community 

1986-87 

1987-88 

Enrollment  #      Dropouts  Ratc(%) 

Enrollment  #  Dropouts   Rate{%) 

Urban                107,052      9,569       8.9 

103,712   9,274 

8.9 

Dev.  Suburbs       74,428      1,883       2.5 

71,880    1,883 

2.6 

Growth                31,184      1,310       4.2 

29,378    1,275 

4.3 

Res.  Suburbs        25,721         401       1.5 

25,146      358 

1.4 

Rural  Economic  23332         959       4.1 

22,137      988 

4.4 

Small  Rural           3,344         144       4.3 

3,209       115 

3.5 

Resort                   3,119           88       2.8 

3,084        90 

2.9 

Figure  5 

Annual  Dropout  Rates 

Grades  9-12 

by  Kind  of  Community 

1987-88 


Kind  of  Community 


Conclusion 

This  report  has  presented  the  scope  of  the  dropout  problem  in  Massa- 
chusetts for  1987-88.  Statewide  data  indicates  that  one  in  twenty  high 
school  students  dropped  out  of  school  during  that  period,  equivalent  to 
the  previous  year's  rate.  Figures  showed  that  two-thirds  of  the  drop- 
outs attended  schools  in  urban  areas,  and  while  racial/ethnic  minori- 
ties dropped  out  at  higher  rates  than  White  students,  nearly  three- 
quarters  of  the  dropouts  were  White. 

In  response  to  the  growing  concern  about  the  number  of  students 
leaving  school  before  graduating,  the  Massachusetts  legislature  has 
established  two  programs  to  help  schools  and  communities  develop 
strategies  to  help  students  stay  in  school. 

The  Chapter  188  Dropout  Prevention  Program,  established  by  the 
School  Improvement  Act  of  1985,  provides  discretionary  grant  funds 
to  school  districts  that  have  high  percentages  of  low-income  students 
and  school  dropouts.  In  Fiscal  Year  1989,  grants  totalling  $2.25 
million  were  distributed  to  40  school  districts.  The  dropout  preven- 
tion programs  in  those  systems  served  over  6,000  students  in  grades 
7-9,  reflecting  an  emphasis  on  the  need  to  focus  dropout  prevention 
efforts  in  the  years  before  high  school. 

In  Fiscal  1990,  the  Department  of  Education  will  be  shifting  the  focus 
of  the  Chapter  188  Dropout  Prevention  Program  to  require  "a  sys- 
temic change  approach  to  dropout  prevention."  This  will  require  all 
funded  schools  to  undergo  a  process  of  restructuring  traditional  forms 
of  school  governance,  policies,  programs  and  practices. 

Commonwealth  Futures  is  another  state  program  which  addresses  the 
needs  of  students  at  risk  of  dropping  out.  Currently  serving  13  com- 
munities, Futures  programs  promote  collaborations  among  state 
agencies,  community-based  organizations,  municipal  governments, 
and  school  systems  to  develop  and  implement  a  comprehensive 
approach  to  dropout  prevention.  At  the  state  level,  Commonwealth 
Futures  is  governed  by  a  steering  committee  comprised  of  the 
Governor's  Education  Advisor,  the  Commissioner  of  Education,  the 
Secretaries  of  Human  Services,  Economic  Affairs  and  Community 
Development,  and  the  Director  of  the  Department  of  Employment  and 
Training. 

It  is  hoped  that  the  data  provided  in  this  report  will  be  valuable  to 
anyone  concerned  with  school  dropouts.  You  are  encouraged  to  use 
the  figures  provided  here  to  design  strategies  to  ensure  that  every 
student  in  the  Commonwealth  receives  a  high  school  education. 
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Appendix  A 

Sources  of  Data 

Dropout  and  enrollment  data  provided  in  this  report  were  submitted 
by  individual  school  to  the  Massachusetts  Department  of  Education  in 
the  following  instruments: 

Chapter  188  Individual  School  Report ,  1987-88,  Massachusetts 
Department  of  Education 

Schools  submit  this  report  to  the  Department  on  an  annual  basis  at  the 
end  of  July.  It  covers  the  period  July  1  to  June  3 1 ,  and  requests  data 
on  the  number  of  suspensions  and  expulsions  as  well  as  the  number  of 
dropouts.  Information  on  the  number  of  truants,  certain  attendance 
information  and  the  future  plans  of  high  school  graduates  is  also 
requested.  Wherever  appropriate,  data  are  broken  down  by  grade, 
gender  and  race. 

Individual  School  Report,  October  1988 
Schools  submit  this  report  to  the  Department  on  an  annual  basis 
during  the  fall.  It  provides  the  enrollment  on  October  1  by  grade, 
gender,  race,  language  and  residency  subgroups. 


Appendix  B 

Calculation  of  Projected  Four- Year  Dropout  Rate 

The  projected  four-year  dropout  rate  estimates  the  proportion  of 
grade  9  students  likely  to  drop  out  before  graduating.  The  major  . 
assumption  in  the  methodology  used  to  make  the  projection  is  that 
annual  dropout  rates  for  grades  10, 1 1  and  12  will  remain  reasona- 
bly constant  over  the  following  three  years. 

To  illustrate  the  methodology,  the  computation  of  the  projected 
four-year  dropout  rate  for  students  who  entered  grade  9  in  1987 
(Class  of  1991)  is  shown  in  steps  1-6  below. 

1 .  Actual  number  of  students  who  dropped  out 

of  grade  9  in  1987-88: 

64,918  (actual  1987-88  grade  9  enrollment)  X 

5.0%  (actual  grade  9  annual  dropout  rate)  =      3,271 

2.  Projected  number  of  students  who  may  drop  out 

of  grade  10  in  1988-89: 

64,918 -3,271(grade  9  dropouts)  = 

61,647  (projected  1988-89  grade  10  enrollment) 

61,647  X  6.5%(1987-88  grade  10  annual  dropout  rate)  =  4,007 

3.  Projected  number  of  students  who  may  drop  out 

of  grade  11  in  1989-90: 

61 ,647  -  4007  (projected  number  of  grade  10  dropouts)  = 
57,640  (projected  1989-90  grade  1 1  enrollment) 

57,640  X  6.1%  (1987-88  grade  11  annual  dropout  rate)  =3,516 

4.  Projected  number  of  students  who  may  drop  out 

of  grade  12  in  1990-91: 

57,640  -  3,516  (projected  number  of  grade  1 1  dropouts)  = 
54,124  (projected  1990-91  grade  12  enrollment) 

54,124  X  3.8%  (1987-88  grade  12  annual  dropout  rate)  =2,057 

5.  Total  number  of  students  who  may  drop  out  between  1987  and 

1991  (sum  of  1-4):  12,851 

6.  Projected  fouryear  dropout  rate  for  Class  of 1991: 

12,851  (1987-91  dropouts) 
X  100  =20% 

64,918  (1987-88  grade  9  enrollment) 
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